The “Wherein”s in Malachi One
Introduction:

(1) The Return from the Babylonian Exile in 538B.C.
Ezra 2:1, 2 cf. 7:6-10

(2) The Restoration of the Temple in 515B.C.
Ezra 6:14, 15

(3) The Reconstruction of the Wall in 445B.C.
Neh. 6:15

I.
The Panorama of Malachi 

A
Background 
1. The Times of Malachi.

a. The People's Attitude.

i. Influenced by the Babylonian Philosophy - expecting Material Blessings for ritualistic form.

ii. Insensible to the Spiritual and Unseen - becoming Materialistic and Money-minded.

iii. Incensed against God - charging God for violating promises made through Haggai and Zechariah.

The people’s hope in God’s covenant promises had Dimmed. 

They were Disappointed, Disillusioned and Discouraged!



7 times they asked, “Wherein…?” or "In what way...?" or "Is it possible...?" “How…?”  

1:2, 6, 7; 2:17 (x2); 3:7, 8



In 8 verses it was recorded: “…ye say…” “…ye said…” 
1:2, 6, 7, 12, 13; 2:14, 17; 3:7, 8, 13 

b. The People's Aspirations.

i. Money-consideration was behind their Slip-shod Sacrifice.
1:8, 9

ii. Material blessing prompted their so-called Spiritual Service.
1:10

2. The Theme of Malachi.


a. Ritual is not Relationship.
1:6, 7

b. Repent and Return.
3:7

c. Respond and be Remembered.
3:16

B.
THE BOOK

1. Its Position in the Scriptures.

a. A Conclusion to the Story of Israel from 2000 – 400B.C. and just before 400 years of Silence.

b. A Connection between the O.T. and the N.T. via John the Baptist.
3:1-6; 4:2 cp.  Mk. 1:2, 3

c. It reaches to the Consummation, the final Day of the Lord.

4:1-6

2. Its Pronouncement on Sin – sins denounced by Malachi were similar to those dealt with by Nehemiah.
a. Corruption and Complacency.
1:6-2:9 cf. Neh. 13:1-9

b. Compromised marriages.
3:10-16 cf. Neh. 13:23-28

c. Carelessness in tithing.
3:7-12 cf. Neh. 13:10-13

d. Control (Oppression) of the poor.
3:5 cf. Neh. 5:1-5

3. Its Parts (Divisions in the book)
a. The Lord's Complaints.
Chs. 1, 2

i. The Nation's Spiritual Sins.

1:1-2:9

ii. The Nation's Special Sins.

2:10-17

b. The Lord's Coming
Chs. 3, 4

i. To Deal in Judgment with Sinners.
3:1-15

ii. To Deal in Justice with Saints.
3:16-4:6

II. THE PERSON OF MALACHI

A. The Messenger
1. Malachi, the Messenger. 
Heb. Malachiah = My Messenger; or "My Angel" or "Messenger of Jehovah"
2. Malachi, the Man – or Anonymous or an Author whose name means "My Messenger" 

B. The Message
1. It was a "Burden" on God's Heart.
Mal. 1:1 cf. Zech. 9:1
"Burden" = oracle (Heb. massa) from verb = to lift up; to bear a burden.

2. It was a Baring of God's Heart.

a. It laid bare His Affections for them.
1:2; 3:7

b. It laid bare that their Attitude Affected Him.
1:6, 7; 2:13, 17; 3:8

3. It was a Beseeching on God's Part.

a. A Personal Encounter. Consider the use of the first person.
I (47 verses out of 55)

b. A Personal Plea.

i. Based on a Covenant Relationship.



1:2-5 cf. 4:4

ii. Based on a Close Relationship – God seeks men to walk with Him. 
Cf. 2:6
C. The Method
1. A Repeated Disputation involving Three Steps: A Declaration, a Disputation and a Demonstration.
2. A Repeated Declaration -Ye say... 



See #A.1a. (iii) above
III. The Problems in Malachi:
A. The WHEREIN of Denying God's Love – Wherein hast thou loved us?
Mal. 1:2-5
1. The Declaration 
- "I have loved you"
1:2

a. God’s Sovereign Choice of Israel in His Love for them.
Deut.  4:37; 7:6-9
b. God’s Stated Conditions for Israel’s blessings.
Deut. 7:9-15
c. Israel to Show this love in their Conduct towards God.
Deut. 6:4-9

2. The Disputation 
- And ye say, "WHEREIN hast thou loved us?"
a. Israel's Irritation - Insensible to the justice of God: considering themselves unjustly treated.

b. Israel's Insolence - Insensible to their own sinfulness.

c. Israel's Ingratitude - Insensible to the Love of God.

3. The Demonstration  
-  "I have loved you"
cp. Deut. 10:15; 32:9,10,12; Isa. 41:8; 43:4]
a. The Question  -
1:2, 3

i. The Question God asked:
"Was not Esau Jacob's brother, yet...?"



ii. The Question We may ask:
Why did God say: "I loved Jacob, but I hated Esau"?


How could God say this?
1:2, 3 cp. Rom. 9:13

· Esau was rejected, and Jacob selected.

· Esau was to be Judged, and Jacob Justified.   Jer. 49:17; Eze. 25:13, 14; Amos 1:11, 12

· It is a Declaration in Hebraism – the negative to supply the want of the comparative.
· It is the Doctrine of God-Determinism (Election)
Cf. Rom. 9:14, 15
· It is a Divine act of Grace, as seen in Propitiation and Adoption.
Jn. 15:13; I Jn. 4:10; 3:1

b. The Illustration.
1:3, 4

i. Edom was laid Waste and became a Wilderness.

ii. Edom would be Well-known for its Wilderness.
Jer. 49:17

c. The Conclusion.
1:5


Judah would yet be God's People, Prosper and be to God's Praise.

B. The WHEREIN of Despising God's Name – Wherein have we despised Thy name?
Mal. 1:1-6

1. The Missing Respect for God's Name at Present Time by them.

1:6

a. Their Sin of Omission.

i. Failure to Respect (Honour) God as Father. 
Note: "Honour" (Heb. "kaboid" = glory)


Priests are to give God Glory. 
Ct. 2:2 cf. I Pet. 2:9

· The Comparison: 
God was like a Father to Israel.
Exo. 4:22; Isa. 63:16; 64:8; cf. Hos. 11:1

· The Conduct:
A Son would honour his father.


Exo. 20:12

· The Condemnation:
A Son would be stoned for disobedience.

Deut. 21:18-21

· The Curse:
They were Cursed (for breaking the Covenant).
Mal. 2:2

· The “Corruption”:
They would be "corrupted" by their own offal.
Mal. 2:3

ii. Failure to Revere (Fear) God as Master.

1:13, 6, 7


Both Love and Fear appeared in the same Covenant.
Deut. 6:5 cf. 13

b. Their Sin of Commission.

They Despised and Dishonoured God's Name.
2:8, 9; 2:2 ct. 3:16

.
2. The Majestic Respect for God's Name in Prospect by other nations.

a. Jehovah's Name will be Magnified  -  "The Lord is Great"
1:11, 6, 14

b. Jehovah's Name will be Glorified by those who Fear Him.
2:2, 5 cf. 3:16-18
C. The WHEREIN of Defiling God's Altar – Wherein have we polluted Thee?

Mal. 1:7-14
1. The Missing Essential
Mal. 1:7

a. The Practice was Pursued 
- Ye offer

v. 7

b. The Place was Proper.

- upon Mine altar

v. 7 

c. But the Procedure was Polluted
Cp. Isa. 1:13-15; 29:13; Jer. 6:20; Amos 5:21-27

i. The Gift without the Giver was bare.

Cp. II Cor. 8:5

ii. What God did not Authorise, He could not Accept; What God did not Approve, He would not Accept.

2. The Main complaints Enunciated
Mal. 1:7, 8

a. The Charge.

vv. 7, 8

i. Re: their Actions 
- what they did:
Ye offer polluted bread
· "Polluted" (Heb. megoal) has primarily a ritual meaning (Ezra 2:62, excluded as unclean).

· “Polluted” primarily by the offerer’s attitude of mind, and secondarily by ritual imperfections.
ii. Re: their Accusations - what they said:
The table of the Lord is contemptible.
v. 7 ct. v. 12

· It had become a Religious Rite - the Person was not there.
Jer. 6:20 ct. II Cor. 8:5; II Tim. 3:5

· It had become a Routine - the Privilege was taken for granted.

· It had become a Reject -- no Priority was given.

iii. Re: their Attitudes 
- ...is it not evil? 
ct. Lev. 22:18, 19, 20-24; Deut. 15:21

· "Ye offer the blind for sacrifice".
} ct. Lev. 22:18, 19, 20-24

· "Ye offer the lame and sick."
}       Deut. 15:21

b. The Contempt
-  

i. The People's Contempt: the table of the Lord and its food is contemptible. 
2: 7, 12

ii. The Lord's Contempt - Therefore have I also made you contemptible.
2:9
c. The Comparison – the Injunction and the Irony.
1:8 cf. Deut. 15:19, 21

3. The Ministers Exhorted
Mal. 1:9-11

a. The Call to Repentance
by your means
1:9 cf. Pro. 18:16

b. The Confession unto Restoration.
will he regard your persons 

Cf. Hos. 14:1, 2; I Jn. 1:9

c. The Challenge to stop the Rot.
1:10 cp. Isa. 1:11-15

i. Shut the Doors

ii. Stop the Sacrifice - such offerings give no Pleasure to God.


cf. Lev. 1:5; 3:2; 4:24, 29
d. God's Character (Name) will still be Revered.
1:11

i. The Worship will be Universal and Spontaneous 
Ct. Their Worship was Unwilling and Stingy.   1:12

ii. The Worship will be Untainted and Sanctified.
Ct. Their Worship was Unctuous and Shoddy.  1:12

4. Their Meanness Enlarged.
Ye also said...
Mal. 1:12-14


a. Intellectual Pride looks down on Divine Ways. 

sniffed 
b. Spiritual Poverty makes them bring in the Wayward (Sacrifices) 

c. Hypocritical Pretense does not match Action with Words - voweth and sacrificeth … a corrupt thing
i. Compare David who would not sacrifice to God anything that cost him nothing.
II Sam. 24:24

ii. Contrast Ananias and Saphira who professed to give all yet kept back something.
Acts 5

Conclusion: 



Isa. 1:12-16, NRSV
When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand? Trample my courts no more;

bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me. New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation—

I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.

Your new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, 
I am weary of bearing them.

When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers,
 I will not listen; your hands are full of blood.

 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil.

Are our days any different from the times of Malachi and Isaiah?
